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rewarded. Instead of recompensing the man, Nadir had him blindedj
on the grounds that he had not kept to the terms of the contract.

AJthough Nadir had given instructions for a magnificent tomb for
himself to be built at Kalat, he had another erected at Mashhad, in the
Khiaban-i-Bala or Upper Avenue. It is related that when this second
tomb was completed, some wit wrote on its wall : " Thy note is in every
key ; the world is full of thee, but thy proper place is empty/' These
lines caused much amusement, but they were quickly erased lest the Shah
should hear of them and order a massacre.1

By this time Timur's tombstone and the gates of the Madrasa had arrived
from Samarqand, Nadir had evidently intended to place them in this
Mashhad mausoleum, but when he looked upon Timur's tombstone he
reflected awhile. Respect for his great predecessor and prototype gained
the upper hand, and caused him to order Timur's tombstone to be taken
back to Samarqand and replaced over his grave ; the gates of the Madrasa
were also sent back.2

It being his custom to make periodical examinations of the provincial
accounts. Nadir went carefully through the Khurasan accounts during hia
stay in Mashhad. He evidently found much that was unsatisfactory,
for he put a number of the treasury officials to death.8 In Nadir's time a
revenue official's post was no sinecure ; the taxes had to be rigorously
collected and accounted for, and if any mistakes or faults were discovered^
the severest penalties were inflicted upon the person responsible.

When Nadir had completed his affairs in Mashhad, the urge to avenge
his brother's death asserted itself. Entrusting the government of
Khurasan to Nasrullah, the Shah, in company with Rida Quli and his
third son, Imam Quli, left Mashhad on the 26th Dhu'l-Hijja (i4th March,,
1741), and celebrated Nau Ruz in the Khabushan district a week later^
When the festivities were over, he and his army marched via Simalqan
through the Giraili country, and then, in pouring rain, down the valley
of the Gurgan. Here conditions were very similar to those previously
experienced in the Kurram valley ; the Gurgan had to be crossed no less
than twenty-three times, and, as before, there were many deaths from
drowning. One day the river suddenly came down in flood and swept
away several thousand men and baggage animals to their doom ; the waters
rose until they were lapping against the side of the royal tent, which was
pitched in the middle of the valley. Several tents on either side and
numbers of servants and guards were carried away by the waters, but
Nadir, although his courtiers implored him to move to higher ground,
refused to do so ; seated in solemn state upon the Takht-i-Nadiri, he
calmly contemplated the menacing floods. As if awed by the imperial
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